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5th SUNDAY EASTER 10th MAY 2020 

(Prayer of the Church Week 2 Parish Mass Book Page 265) 
 

MASSES THIS WEEKEND  

Saturday 9.00am John Coughlin 

Sunday 10.00am Brian Callaghan 

Monday 7.00pm Angela Conroy 

Tuesday 9.00am Eileen Redmond 

Wednesday 7.00pm Paul Lowry 

Thursday 9.00am Bill Barker 

Friday 9.00am Holy Souls 

 

MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday 9.00am Thomas McEllin 

Sunday 10.00am People of the Parish 

 

Novena No novena this week 

Confessions No confessions this week 

Meditation No meditation this week 

 
 

Counters team next Sunday 

No counters needed 
PURIFICATORS NEXT WEEK 

I will do them 

 

UPDATE 

Here is an update for those who don't know and for those who think that they know but 

don’t…Most of you know that I have struggled with my balance for a few months now.  Things 

came to a head a week last Thursday when I collapsed three times during the day.  The last was 

the worst in the bathroom when I cut the side of my eye and discovered later that I had broken 

ribs.  The worst part was that I could not get up and had to get Dcn Jim and Carolyn to get me 

on the bed.  With advice from the GP, I took myself to A&E and was admitted to hospital. 

The first few days were terrifying.  It took two nurses and a great deal of effort from me to get 

off the bed, stand and get into a chair.  I washed in a bowl beside the bed and was taken in a 

wheel chair to the toilet.  I was beginning to despair of ever feeling better again or ever getting 

back to the parish. 

No visitors were allowed and I don’t know what I would have done without the telephone and 

WhatsApp, particularly the parish one.  The prayer and the candles were particularly reassuring. 

Slowly the new medication began to take effect and on Wednesday, my last morning, I got out 

of bed myself and walked to the bathroom. The downside: no alcohol. Someone said:  Melly, 

you might as well be dead and the non-alcoholic stuff is no substitute.  

Getting out that evening was such a good experience.  Although still not right, progress is 

steady.  Thank you all very much. 

SICK AND DYING 

It is important for priests whose parishioners are in COVID-19 wards to encourage families to 

ask the ward staff to invite one of the chaplains to visit their loved ones. The hospital will 

usually ask relatives if there is anything they believe their loved ones would like or need, and 

that would be the moment for families to tell the hospital staff that their loved one would 

appreciate the services of one of the chaplains - for the Sacrament of the Sick, the 

Commendation of the Dying or Prayers for the Dead. The hospital will often - understandably - 

not invite the chaplain on to the ward without being prompted by the families of their patients." 

PRAYER IN CAPTIVITY 

In 1567, when Teresa of Ávila was 52 and deeply involved in her attempts to reform the 

Carmelite Order and create the Discalced (or “barefoot”) Carmelites, she met the newly 

ordained John of the Cross. Though he was only 25 years old, Teresa persuaded him to join her 

cause. In her book St.John of the Cross: Devotions, Prayers, and Living Wisdom, spiritual 

teacher Mirabai Starr, who has translated many works by both John and Teresa, tells the story of 

John’s loyalty to their shared mission of reformation:  As the months ground by, [John] began to 

fear that he had been abandoned by the Holy One. For the first time in his life, he questioned the 

existence of a God he could no longer feel or remember. And, as his soul dried up, he found he 

could no longer even conceive of this God to whom he had dedicated everything. When he tried 

to pray, all he encountered was a cavernous emptiness. But he would not betray the dream. The 

dream of a life of voluntary simplicity, solitude, and silence. A contemplative life based on the 

Gospel teachings of poverty of spirit and charity of heart. A life of stripping away rather than 

accumulating. Of relinquishing power and seeking nothing. Of nothing but loving friendship 

with the divine and loving service to [God’s] creation. . . .And may we never give up… 
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